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Outcomes
• At the conclusion of this presentation the 

learner will be able to:

– Determine when to call for AIR transport

– Determine when to call for a hot load

– State safety related scene/landing zone principles

– Explain Back Country patient packaging principles 
for a variety of scenarios

– Discuss other hot loading specifics



PREPARING TO CALLING for HEMS

Fig. 1. 2011 Guidelines for 
Field Triage of Injured 

Patients



Fig. 2. 2011 Guidelines for 
Field Triage of Injured 

Patients (cont.)

PREPARING TO CALLING for HEMS



Figure 3. HEMS 

Evidence-based Guideline 

(with Trauma Center 

Designated).
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CALLING for HEMS Start here…



Other Reasons to Call for HEMS

• Reasons to call for a helicopter

• 39% lower chance of death (Sullivent, Faul, & Wald, 2011)

• FALTER acronym (Whitehead, 2013)



Other Reasons to Call for HEMS

• Decreased LOC – Airway obstruction – Respiratory 
Distress – Shock – Significant head injury (Thomas et. Al, 2014)

• Higher level of care than many ground units 
(equipment and expertise)

• YOUR judgement



Calling for the Hot Load

• Patient subsets for whom to request a hot load

– Time critical – where they really need what the 
hospital has to offer



https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/_JadFj3tke
ZA/TbXtPpQMwZI/AAAAAAAAADM/pQDmcW3
l6tI/s800/heli%20safety%20zones%282%29.jpg

Approaching the Helicopter Safely
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Approaching the Helicopter Safely



Scene/LZ Considerations



Moving the Patient



Moving the Patient



Moving the Patient



Loading the Patient
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